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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a busy and fun filled term it has been. The weather has 

definitely turned and, with the changing of the clocks this 

weekend, we are set for darker days. 

Our children have learned and experienced so much this term: celebrating harvest, meeting and 

enjoying a performance from the Ugandan Fire Choir, escaping labyrinths, designing and sewing 

our own bags, dropping eggs in ‘parachutes’ (scientifically testing air resistance), exploring ancient 

history and becoming street detectives- no wonder we are all very tired! 

We all wish you a fun and restful break and look forward to seeing you all in November. 

Mrs Jessica Bolt and the Marshfield Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Term 2’s value is Generosity 

Let’s Celebrate! 

As a school we are all very proud of everything we achieve together. This year has been another very 

successful year in terms of academic results. 

Our EYFS children achieved the highest percentage reaching GLD (good level of development) in the local 

authority and we were significantly above the national average. 

 Marshfield South 
Gloucestershire 

National 

% reaching GLD 94% 77% 72% 
 

At Key Stage One (assessed at the end of year 2) our children ranked in the top 5 schools in the local 

authority at expected standard. Achievement at greater depth is significantly above LA and national 

standards. 

Reading, writing & 
maths combined 

Marshfield 
South 

Gloucestershire 
National 

Expected standard 86% 70% 65% 

Greater depth 45% 15% 11% 
 

Provisional Data (to be confirmed in December) 

At Key Stage Two (assessed at the end of year 6) our children, yet again, ranked within the top 10 local 

schools for expected standard and were the top achieving school for greater depth. 

Reading, writing & 
maths combined 

Marshfield 
South 

Gloucestershire 
National 

Expected standard 86% 67% 65% 

Greater depth 41% 11% 11% 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Want to find out more about our school? What to see what 

your child has been up to? Follow us @MarshfieldP for 

regular updates! You don’t need to have a twitter account 

to look at our wonderful learning! 

Be Safe Be Seen 

 

The South Gloucestershire Road Safety Team 

visited this week and reminded the children to: 

Think, Stop, Look and Listen. 

 

They also discussed the importance of being 

seen: wearing bright coats, hats and gloves and 

ensuring they have something reflective. 

A huge thank you to the PTA and congratulations to everyone who took part in the 

Mudlark. The event was fantastically organised and it was a pleasure to celebrate with the 

children, parents and family members at the finishing line. The event has raised in excess of 

£1,500 for the school. In addition, over £100 was donated toward becoming a carbon 

neutral event. As a result we will be planting additional fruit trees in the school grounds and 

having plants in our classrooms (as suggested by the school council). 

School drop offs and pick ups 

Following feedback from local residents, 

please could we remind parents to park 

with consideration around Chippenham 

Road, Withymead Road and Barn End 

and also to ensure children do not enter 

residents’ gardens. Thank you! 

Headlice 

Headlice are a common problem in school 

age children and we have had several 

reported cases in recent weeks. Please do 

check your children’s hair regularly and 

treat as necessary. Please see the attached 

sheet for more information. Nit combs are 

available from the office for 50p if needed. 

Poppy Appeal 

The Royal British Legion has dropped off a 

box of poppies, badges and wrist bands to 

raise money for this year’s Poppy Appeal. 

They are available from the office. 



 
 
 
                                                    

 

Fruit Bat Class – Mrs Tilley 

What a fantastic first term we’ve had!  We have, for the first time, combined Reception and Year 1 

and it has been wonderfully successful!  Our Reception pupils have settled in brilliantly, with the 

Year 1 children offering lots of support and guidance in the first few weeks of school as well as 

making lots of progress themselves in many areas of the curriculum. 

Our first topic has been ‘Me in My World’ where the children have developed 

an understanding of the school and its local environment.  We have learned 

about human and physical features and which features can be found around 

our school.  This learning has been extended by the children to develop an 

awareness of the wider world through the study of maps, locating countries 

and drawings different flags from a range of countries.  

We have been enjoying our phonics learning with the Reception children 

learning the letters of the alphabet and their corresponding sounds.  They 

have started to use these sounds to read and write simple words.  The Year 1 children have learned 

many alternative sounds to those they learned last year and are using them to spell words with 

increasing accuracy.  The Year 1 writing focus this term has been on narrative, recounts and poetry.  

They have produced some wonderful written pieces and are very proud of the progress they have 

made in their writing in just a few weeks! 

Our maths focus this term has been on number.  The Reception children have been developing their 

understanding of number to 10 and 20 with lots of fun and practical games and activities.  The Year 

1 pupils have also been developing their awareness of numbers to 10 and 20 through place value, 

addition, subtraction and number bonds.  They have used these skills 

to solve more complex reasoning and problem solving activities as well 

as recalling number bonds with increasing speed and accuracy.   

We are looking forward to a well-deserved break but are equally as 

excited to return next term when our topic will be ‘Fire, Fire Burning 

Bright’ where we will be learning about Bonfire Night and The Great 

Fire of London.  We will also be observing the changes around us during 

autumn as well as getting ready for our nativity performance in 

December! 

 

Tamarin Class – Mrs Grainger 

Tamarins have had a busy term 1 exploring our theme, Street 

Detectives. The children have enjoyed developing their mapping skills, 

making keys and using grid references to identify specific buildings and 

features within the local area. Our walk around the village helped bring 

our classroom work to life and the sun even shone for us. Our focus on 

locality has also led us to create collages of land use, map drawings and 

fact pages about what we have found out.  

CLASS NEWS 



Next term our theme will be, Fire! Fire! The children 

will be diving into the history of 1666 to find out about 

The Great Fire of London and the diary of Samuel 

Pepys.  

In English we will be using the story Kassim and the 

Greedy Dragon to support us to write our own 

narratives as well as exploring the text Toby and The 

Great Fire of London. We will be looking at a range of 

non-fiction texts to support our theme and writing. In Maths we will be building on our knowledge 

of place value, addition and subtraction through money. We will also be learning to solve 

multiplication and division problems using a range of resources to support us.  

 

Pangolin Class – Mrs Hachani 

What a fantastically busy and fun term we’ve had in Pangolins class 

with our exciting ‘Out of Africa’ topic! We’ve learned all about the 

geography of this rich, vibrant and diverse continent, using our 

compass skills to locate its different countries and exploring its 

different regions. We’ve also used our new sewing skills in DT to 

create fabulous bags, each featuring a unique African-themed 

design, inspired by our own outdoor environment. I’m also so proud 

of the amazing home learning completed by the children – such 

wonderful creations to show off! 

On top of all this, we have been fortunate to have the brilliant Mrs 

Schollick visiting us each Friday morning to teach us music. She has taught all of the children 

about tempo, rhythm, pulse and pitch, as well as teaching all of us how to play the fife (including 

me!). The progress that children have made in learning to play this instrument is so impressive 

already – well done, everybody! 

Next term, we continue our ‘Out of Africa’ topic, moving our focus from 

geography to history! We kick off our exciting ‘Ancient Egypt’ topic with 

an exciting ‘Egyptology Day’ on Friday, 8th November, when we will be 

spending all day as historians and archaeologists, exploring the 

wonders of Ancient Egyptian civilisation.  

We are also excited to share all of our fantastic learning with you in our 

sharing assembly on Friday, 29th November. Thank you for all of your 

continued support. 

 

 

Snow Leopard Class – Mrs Lewis 

Firstly, I want to say how impressed we’ve been with how well the Snow Leopards have settled 
into year 4; it’s been a fantastic start for us all and has put us in a super position for the rest of the 
year.  
 
As our ‘Simply the Quest’ theme draws to an end, we have enjoyed reflecting on all that we have 
been learning since September. A few highlights for us have been: sharing the interesting myths, 



making Greek pots and finding out the Olympic competitors in Ancient Greece used to wear no 
clothes! 
 
Thinking forward to term 2, we are excited to reveal our new theme, 
which is based around states of matter aptly named ‘Potion 
Commotion’. As part of this, we will carry out numerous exciting 
scientific experiments with a focus on materials and how they can be 
changed, combined and separated. We will also be spending plenty 
of time in the school kitchen, exploring changes in materials through 
practical cooking activities to enhance both our science and DT 
learning. 
 
We will find out about how materials have been combined in the past for medicinal purposes, and 
the impact these scientific discoveries have had on our lives today. To support this, we also have 
a special workshop presented by a leader from the Winterbourne Medieval Barn. 

 
Linked to our theme, our new class text will be ‘The Last Alchemist’, which 
we will use to develop our reading and writing skills. We will continue to build 
on our application of various sentences, such as complex sentences, plus 
focus on including appropriate punctuation and figurative language through 
writing narratives, poems and diaries. In maths, we will be applying our 
measuring skills and developing our fractions understanding.  
  
Our PE lessons should take place on Tuesday and Wednesday, but please 
make sure PE kits are in school at all times as this may change.  
 
Could I also take this opportunity to thank everyone for the effort they put into 

the homelearning this term, it was lovely watching the children shine when sharing their 

achievements with others. 

Here’s to an exciting new term! 

Thank you 

Mrs Lewis 

Family day will be on Wednesday 5th February am (9:00-11:30) 

Sharing assembly will be on Friday 12th June, starting at 2:30 

For our trip this year, we are hoping to visit the Living Rainforest in term 5 (provisionally 18th May), 

with an approximate cost of £20.  

 

Orangutan Class – Miss Hunt 

Orangutan Class has had an amazing term learning about forces and 

motion. The term has been filled with egg-citing science 

investigations, such as our investigation into the effects of air 

resistance on a parachute. The London Eye Mystery has been an 

intriguing book for this term and we all enjoyed reading the resolution 

to the mystery!  



For term two, our new topic is the Victorians! We will learn about the life of a child in the Victorian  

era enthused by our trip to Sevington Victorian School on Wednesday 13th November. For our 

English learning this term, we will be taking inspiration from Gaslight by Eloise Williams, which is 

set in 19th Century Cardiff. With a gripping plot from start to finish, this book tells the story of a 

young girl called Nansi, who tries to survive the bleak reality of 

being impoverished and female in the perilous streets of Victorian 

England. 

Multiplication, division and fractions will take us up to Christmas in 

maths. In Art, we will be refining our skills of sketching in pencil and 

using charcoal and chalk to create pieces of artwork. In science we 

will be investigating electricity and DT this term will be focused on 

electricals. In PE lessons this term we will be doing gymnastics.  

Have a brilliant half term! 

 

Sea Turtle Class – Mr Looker-Jones 

Sea Turtles have had an absolutely fantastic time 

learning all about the Roman Empire and how its 

army quashed the Celts across Europe and the 

Mediterranean before finally conquering Britain – 

albeit on their third attempt! The story of Julius 

Caesar has been particularly intriguing. 

For term two, our new topic, ‘Anglo-Saxon 

Invasion!’ will continue the story chronologically as we learn why the Romans were forced so 

soon to retreat from our shores as other people began to settle. We will learn about the different 

homelands of these peoples and how they carved Britain up into kingdoms such as Wessex which 

we still refer to today; the artefacts uncovered at Sutton Hoo will provide an 

opportunity to explore how historians are able to piece together past lives in 

order for us to learn more about different eras. Our new class text, The 

Buried Crown, is also inspired by the find at Sutton Hoo.  

In art, we will be looking at Anglo-Saxon patterns and replicating these in 

clay whilst in science, our focus will be levers, following on from the 

catapults we have been making in DT as part of our Romans learning. 

Multiplication, division and fractions will take us up to Christmas in maths. 

PE this term will be gymnastics, led by Miss Thomas, and football, led by 

Mr. Hull.  

Please note that, due to a clash of dates with the Clifton Cathedral choir 

concert (Friday 6th December), our sharing assembly will now be on Friday 17th January 2020, 

when we will be sharing our learning about our first two themes alongside an extravaganza of 

music and drama. We also have our exciting school trip to the Roman fortress, baths and 

legionary museum in Caerleon, Wales, on Tuesday 3rd December – details to be provided after 

half term. I hope all of your families have an enjoyable week.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Update 

This has been a hugely successful term for the PTA – this year’s 

Marshfest was amazing and totally smashed last year’s record, raising 

£2,000 for our school. Similarly, the Marshfield Mudlark was a record 

breaker; as well as being a wonderful event, it raised £1,500 for the 

PTA. Unbelievable! Our recent Pumpkin Disco was a great success too, 

really well attended raising lots of money (£380) but more importantly 

being huge amounts of fun for the children. 

Thank you SO MUCH to everyone involved in these events – your 

support has been incredible. Every penny raised will go back into the 

school to enrich every child’s educational experience.  

AGM News 

Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM on 10th 

October. We’re delighted that Claire Lavis is happy to continue 

Chairperson for another year. Jess Suenson-Taylor is joining 

Tania Tillett in undertaking the Treasurer role which is 

fantastic. Melanie Hardy is happy to continue as Secretary for 

this academic year, however this will be her last year and she 

will be finishing in July. Therefore, we are on the look out for 

someone to shadow Melanie for this year with a view to taking 

over in September 2020. If you think you could help with this, 

please contact Claire (see below). The Secretary role is really 

not too onerous – it requires someone who is able to attend 

the meetings (6 per year, plus the AGM), take minutes and 

then distribute them to the PTA members. 

Scarecrow Trail 2020 

Looking ahead to the Scarecrow Trail next year, Sarah Morgan has been running the Trail 

for many years and next year’s will be her final one. It would be great if anyone else 

wanted to get involved this time with a view to being more involved the following year. It 

is great fun and a hugely successful event in the village. Again, please let us know if this is 

of interest to you. 



 

 

Christmas Events 

Term Two is obviously all about Christmas!! 

We have loads of exciting things planned 

but as always is takes a lot of hands to make 

light work!! The Christmas Fair on 7th 

December in particular needs a few more 

pairs of hands. At the moment, we are 

looking for some help in the following areas: 

Santa’s Grotto – someone to shadow the 

current team with a view to taking on the 

Grotto in the future. 

Festive Café – a small sub-team to take on 

running the café. Lots of support and advice 

available. 

We also need lots of help in the lead up to 

the fair (wrapping presents and hampers) 

and on the day itself in the Café, Santa’s 

Workshop, Santa’s Grotto, on the door, etc 

……. All help is much appreciated. Please let 

us know if you are able to help. Thank you!! 

 

 

Contact 

Please get in touch with Claire Lavis if 

you would like to help with any 

events or roles mentioned in this 

newsletter or about the PTA in 

general. Claire can be contacted on 

clairemooney1@hotmail.com or 

please leave a message via the office. 

Happy half term! See you on 4th November 

mailto:clairemooney1@hotmail.com

