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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As I sit here reflecting on what has been an amazing term my heart swells with pride: our youngest 

children performed their Nativity ‘It’s a Baby!’ with great confidence and delight; the school and 

community came together to celebrate Christmas at St Mary’s church, with Key Stage 2 children 

singing and performing, again with wonderful confidence, great skill and joy. Performances by the 

harmony choir and instrumentalists were of the highest standard: some children and classes have 

only had only had 10 lessons prior to the service! The PTA organised and ran a very successful 

and fun-filled Christmas fair which has raised much needed funds for the school. All of this has 

taken place alongside our ‘usual business’ of learning and teaching in every class – no wonder the 

children and team are all so tired. 

There are lots of exciting and informative events due to take place over the coming term so please 

check the dates and diaries to ensure you don’t miss out! 

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and very happy New Year 

Jessica Bolt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3’s value is Perseverance  

Outdoor Clothing 

Please remember to 

bring in coats and 

wellies so that the 

children can enjoy 

being outside whatever 

the weather. 

Fruit Snacks 

KS2 children are welcome to bring 

in a fruit snack if they are hungry at 

break time (Reception/KS1 children 

have a fruit/vegetable snack 

provided) 

Booking lunches 

Please remember to pre-book your child’s 

lunches on ParentPay (and pay for them if KS2) – 

it really helps our kitchen staff with ordering and 

reduces waste. Thank you! 



 

 

 

Supporting Your Child’s Emotional Wellbeing Workshops 

 

These workshops aim to empower parents to better support their children’s emotional needs and 

reduce the likelihood of long term mental health difficulties. 

This course is delivered to parents at both primary and secondary schools. Each session lasts for 

approximately 1 hour and is run over 3 consecutive weeks.  

The course introduces the topic of mental health and discusses the most common mental health 

difficulties that face children and young people. We look at how parents can support their children’s 

emotional health and promote resilience as well as providing signposting details of support services 

and websites.  

All 3 sessions will run from 8.45am – 9.45 am in the school hall 

All 3 sessions are different and will cover: metal wellbeing, pressures facing children, common issues 

and way to respond and building resilience- it is best to attend all 3 

Friday 28th February 

Friday 6th March  

Friday 13th March 

Look out for the letter coming home in the new year with information about how to book your place. 

Multiplication Tables Check – Parents Information Meeting 

Parents of children in Year 4 are invited to join us on Thursday 16th January 

2020, 9:00 – 9:30am for an information meeting regarding the Multiplication 

Tables Check which is being introduced for Year 4 children this Summer. 

Look out for the letter with further information coming soon. 

NSPCC E-Safety Workshop 

for Parents 

Friday 14th February 2020, 

9:00-10:00am in school. Look 

out for more information! 

 

We all had a fantastic morning watching the Hobgoblin 

Theatre Company’s production of The Wind in the Willows. If 

any parents would still like to contribute towards the cost 

(maximum £2.00), please do so via ParentPay. Thank you! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Sense of Money 

 

We are working towards becoming a MoneySense Accredited School as part of our 

commitment to teaching our pupils how to use money safely and responsibly. We have been 

joined this term by volunteers from NatWest to run workshops with Tamarins and Orangutans. 

Tamarin Class learned about how we use money, how it can be spent, saved or donated. They 

also explored the difference between ‘needs’ and ‘wants’. 

Orangutan Class became detectives to solve a crime of fraud as part of their workshop to 

understand the dangers of identity theft and fraud. 

After the Christmas holidays, Pangolins will also get the opportunity to learn about money in a 

workshop called ‘It’s Party Time!’, in which they will learn to budget and manage their money 

wisely. 

The children were very excited about receiving a certificate and key ring and we are very 

grateful to the volunteers from NatWest. 

The MoneySense website mymoneysense.com has a Parents section where you 

can download activities to do at home. Your children can also explore a Virtual Bank to get 

used to the services in a real bank branch. 

Want to find out more about our school? What to see what 

your child has been up to? Follow us @MarshfieldP for 

regular updates! You don’t need to have a twitter account 

to look at our wonderful learning! 

Thank you from the PTA for all your support with 

our Christmas events, in particular the Christmas 

Fair which was a huge success – we’ll let you know 

how we did in the New Year! 



 
 
                                                    

 

Fruit Bat Class – Mrs Tilley 

What a busy term we’ve had!  Our topic ‘Fire, Fire, Burning Bright’ has led to lots of wonderful 

learning including Bonfire Night and The Great Fire of London.  We have explored the countries in 

the UK and found out about London today and compared it to London in the 17th Century.  During 

the topic we made a real fire and discussed the elements required for fires to burn and how to stay 

safe around fires.  We have made some wonderful pieces of art including collages and fire themed 

jars which look beautiful with a tea light burning inside. 

We have also thoroughly enjoyed preparing for Christmas celebrations and taking part in this year’s 

Nativity.  The Year 1s were excited to be all together again and we loved singing the songs in front 

of an audience.  Christmas has brought lots of other opportunities including cooking where we made 

some Christmas biscuits.  This linked brilliantly to the non-fiction English unit of instruction writing 

and we followed the instructions in order which reminded us to write our own 

instructions in order so they made sense! 

The Reception pupils have been busy learning lots of new sounds and have 

been applying these to reading and writing simple captions and sentences.  

This has enabled them to write some practise letters to Father Christmas.  

Our first maths focus this term was on shape where we learned about 2D and 

3D shapes and their properties.  The Year 1 pupils were able to reflect on their previous learning 

about shape and develop their knowledge by learning the terms vertices, edges and faces and 

applying them to their shape understanding.  We continued our maths learning by 

focusing on place value and number.  Year 1 children have been learning about 

numbers to 100 whilst the Reception children have focused their learning on numbers 

to 20 although they have developed a good understanding of numbers beyond 

through whole class discussions. 

We are all looking forward to a lovely Christmas break and will be starting 2020 with 

our new topic ‘3…2…1…Blast off!’ where we will be learning about Neil Armstrong 

and space exploration.   

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and will see you in the New Year! 

 

 

Tamarin Class – Mrs Grainger  

What a busy term it has been for Tamarins!  

During Term 2 we have enjoyed learning about The Great Fire of London, 

finding out about how and why the fire spread so quickly and what changes were made after the 

fire. We thoroughly enjoyed our DT project to create our own Pudding Lane; making Tudor style 

houses. The unplanned sing-a-long of ‘London’s burning’ whilst adding the flames was a particular 

highlight. Of course we had our fantastic KS1 nativity which was brilliant; the costumes, singing 

and acting were all amazing and I felt extremely proud of all of the children.  

CLASS NEWS 



In term 3 our theme will be, Great Explorers. We will be learning about 

Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus, comparing and contrasting 

these two great explorers.  

In English we will be using the text Traction Man to support us in writing 

our own narratives. We will also be using a range of Non-fiction texts to 

support our non-chronological report writing and letters around our 

theme of Great Explorers. In Maths we will be learning about geometry 

and telling the time, as well as building on our addition and subtraction 

learning through measurements.  

Merry Christmas! 

 

Pangolin Class – Mrs Hachani 

What another busy and exciting term we’ve had! The pangolins were so 

excited to start the term with an Egyptology workshop, led by the wonderful 

Ali, who brought in amazing real artefacts for the children and taught them so 

much about Ancient Egypt. Over the course of this term, we have learned 

about why pyramids were built, who the pharaohs were, how Egypt changed 

over 3000 years and what the Ancient Egyptians believed about life after 

death. In English, we used the fantastic ‘Egyptian Cinderella’  by Shirley 

Climo to create our own Egyptian fairy tales and learned to be journalists, 

writing newspaper reports about Howard Carter’s famous discovery of 

Tutankhamun’s tomb. We’ve all really enjoyed learning about Egypt and 

some of the children are ready to become Egyptologists themselves!  

 

This term, we’ve also been performing a great detail, with our celebration assembly and our first 

live fife performance at Christmas Carol service. I’m so proud of each and every one of the 

children for their talent and positive attitudes – what a fabulous bunch! 

 

Next term, we will be joined by Miss Grosvenor from Bath Spa University, who is training to be a 

teacher. Miss Grosvenor has been teaching year 1 in Pucklechurch Primary School and will be 

with us until March. I’m certain that she will be warmly welcomed by all the children in Pangolins 

and will make a great addition to our school. 

 

Our new topic will be Stones and Bones, in which we will be learning all 

about prehistoric Britain. It’s sure to be an interesting and fun topic, giving 

children to learn more about what life was like for our earliest ancestors. In 

English, we will be reading the classic novel, ‘Stig of the Dump’, by Clive 

King and in maths, we will be learning all about fractions. In science, we 

will be geologists, learning all about rocks and how they are formed. 

 

Thank you again for all your kindness and support this term. I would like to wish each of you a very 

merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Mrs Hachani 



Snow Leopard Class – Mrs Lewis 

Wow, congratulations Snow Leopards, another successful term done! It’s been full of fun - from 
finding out about Spinifex and his madness in ‘The Last alchemist’ to using our science 
understanding about states of matter to support our DT skills. We hope everyone enjoyed the 
Christmas treats!  
 
Next term, science will be the main focus of our new theme ‘Humans v 
Robots’. As part of this learning, we will be exploring forces, with an emphasis 
on magnets and extending our electricity understanding through creating 
various circuits. Linked to this, we will be building on our DT skills by 
designing, making and evaluating our very own robots. The artist Eric Joyner 
will provide the inspiration for our designs. Also in art, we will be developing 
our drawing and collage techniques. Watch this space for our creations! Our 
class text will be ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. Not only does this link to our theme, it is a high 

quality text that will provide us with a wide range of opportunities to enhance 
our writing skills, including narrative, diaries, debates and instructions. In IT, we 
will be making choices about how data could be presented to suit purpose.  
 
In maths, alongside our continuing place value learning, we will focussing on 
statistics and measure, with an emphasis on converting time, lengths and 
money. Our times tables are a priority therefore we will be going over these 
daily. Especially as we will be having a year 4 multiplication table check in the 

summer (please see separate letter about upcoming meeting to share information about this).  
We will incorporate both our gymnastic and dance skills to create an exciting PE performance.  
 
Mr Buckle, who is a Bath Spa Student, has been welcomed into Snow Leopards. He will be taking 
responsibility for some of the teaching from January and will remain with us until mid-March.  
 
Please remember to add Wednesday 5th February between 9:00 – 11:30 to your diary as this is the 

Snow Leopards ‘family day’. This is a great opportunity to be part of the children’s learning – we 

look forward to sharing our skills together 

 

Orangutan Class – Miss Hunt 

 

Orangutan Class have had an amazing term learning 

about the Victorians. We had an amazing educational 

visit to Sevington Victorian School, where all the children 

experienced a day in the life of a Victorian child. We have 

really enjoyed learning about William Morris’ artwork and 

taking inspiration from him, and nature, to create our own 

patterns. Our Victorian inspired fairground rides were 

very successful as we were able to 

use electrical circuits to make them 

move or light up. Gaslight has been 

a great book for this term and we all enjoyed reading the grim ending for the 

villain in the story!  

For terms three and four, our new topic is ‘What a Disaster!’ We will be 

learning about mountains, earthquakes and volcanoes. We will also be 

learning about the distribution of natural resources. In Science, our focus will 

be about the properties and changes in materials, which will inform us how to 



make our own lava! Linked to our topic, our new class texts across the terms will be King of the 

Cloud Forest by Michael Morpurgo and The Abominables by Eva Ibbotson. Fractions, decimals 

and percentages will be the main focus across both terms. In Art lessons, we will be exploring the 

medium of print, taking inspiration from the work of, Japanese artist, Hokusai.  

Wishing all families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

 

Sea Turtle Class – Mr Looker-Jones 

The Sea Turtles’ theme for term three is ‘Mysterious Maya’, during which we 

will learn all about these fascinating people who were ahead of their time until 

they were invaded by Europeans and their great civilization was mysteriously 

wiped out. 

In English, we will be reading Middleworld, an exciting 

quest story about stolen Maya treasure. Our grammar 

focus will be question tags, the subjunctive mood, 

progressive verb forms and narrative language. Our second 

unit in English will be on explanation texts, and will link 

closely with our science focus of the Earth in space. The Maya were 

accomplished astronomers and we will be comparing their theories with our 

modern-day understanding of the universe. 

As historians, we will be looking at how different primary sources can be 

combined to build an overview of a period in history, learning about the Maya’s achievements, 

language and religion along the way. In geography, we will be learning about the countries, 

landscape and climate of Central America, as well as looking at who the Maya traded with. 

In maths, we will continue to look at fractions: how to multiply and divide fractions, as well as more 

complicated decimal equivalents and how to calculate percentages. Following completion of this 

topic, we will move onto learn how to calculate perimeter, area and volume of compound shapes. 

Our sharing assembly, which will cover our ‘Roman and Anglo-Saxon Invasion!’ topic is on Friday 

17th January. We hope to see you there. 

 

 

 

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and wonderful New Year! 

See you on 7th January! 

 

 


