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Tuesday 17th March 2020
Dear Parents/carers,
As you will be aware, yesterday the Government amended the guidance in the relation to self-isolation
and social distancing. Please see links below from the Government and NHS which you may find
helpful. These links are updated daily:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/common-questions/
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
While the situation continues to quickly evolve, I wanted to assure you that the School continues to
spend considerable time on contingency planning and have put in place further measures to help limit
the chances of the spreading the virus at school. These include: suspending whole school assemblies,
closing the school water fountain and closing the school to all visitors and volunteers.
We continue to rely heavily on parental support in keeping children at home who are exhibiting
symptoms.
Check Government guidance daily
What to do if your child has symptoms
Please keep your child at home for 7 days if they have either:
 a high temperature, a new continuous cough
Please note that although your child can return to school after 7 days, members of the household will
need to self-isolate for 14 days. Your child will not need to remain in isolation with you for longer than 7
days, as the infection will already be out of their system, whereas it may still be incubating in family
members.
What to do if you or another member of you household needs to self-isolate:
The guidance has changed regarding the self-isolation of those more vulnerable to the illness and in light
of this your child may be required to self-isolate even if they are not displaying any symptoms. See
guidance here regarding who is being classed as vulnerable. The guidance regarding self-isolation of a
household can be found here.
If you child is self-isolating at home, there are number of activities they can do and resources that can be
accessed online. Please see the document at the end of this letter for some ideas to keep your child
learning and active.
Attendance information
Where a pupil is unable to attend school due to illness, the absence will be categorised as “I” (illness –
authorised). Where a pupil is unable to attend school due to self-isolation in accordance with the DfE
and Public Health England guidance, this will categorised a “Y” (exceptional circumstances –
authorised). If a parent chooses to keep their child at home for any reason that is not required by the
Government guidance, this will be categorised as unauthorised.

If you are leaving a message on the school absence line, or advising the school of an absence via email,
please specify the reason for the absence so that the office can correctly categorise the reason for nonattendance.
School Clubs
We will continue to run Cross Country and Multi-Sports with Mr Hull as usual. This is because these
clubs are only open to Marshfield School Children, and Mr Hull remains in school with us covering PPA
as normal. We will provide advice regarding Football and Martial Arts as when we get it, as these clubs
are run by external providers.
If you choose for your child not to attend Cross Country or Multi-Sports, please let the office know so that
we can update the club attendance register.
Food Bank Provision
We fully appreciate that during this uncertain time, families and members of the community will struggle.
Please see below some links you may find useful:
Food Support:
Feeding Britain:
Local Food banks:

https://oneyou.southglos.gov.uk/eat-well/food-poverty-support/
https://feedingbritain.org/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Food- Bank-Thornbury2-2016.pdf
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Food-Bank-Yate-CSodbury3- 2016.pdf

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is also available to answer questions about COVID19 relating to education. Parents can contact this helpline as follows:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)
Home learning books
As shared in our previous communication, books will be sent home today in preparation for if we need to
close the school.
In the event of closure, learning opportunities will be communicated with parents via email.
We are very appreciative of you support as we continue to navigate the most pragmatic course possible
for the pupils and the wider Marshfield community, within the context of a rapidly evolving and
unprecedented situation.
Kind regards

Jessica Bolt
Head Teacher

Home Learning Ideas
What can you do when you aren’t at school and have to stay at home? Here are some fun learning ideas
to choose from.
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Online resources:
www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
www.whiterosemaths.com
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/literacy.shtml

