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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is hard to believe that we are half way through this school year. The children have all grown (lots 

of new shoes and the hall is beginning to feel smaller when we gather for assembly), and there 

has been an amazing amount of learning and fun for both pupils and teachers. 

As a school we are really focusing on the curriculum we provide: ensuring it is of the highest 

quality and enables children to be inspired by learning and goes beyond the expectations of the 

National Curriculum. To develop the children’s passion for reading further, we have opened our 

new ‘outdoor reading area’ (just off of the library) and, fingers crossed, we will have some brighter 

weather to enjoy it both as whole classes and during lunch times. The area was opened by 

members of Marshfield Educational Foundation, who generously gave us a grant that enabled the 

Library monitors to develop the area. 

 

Jessica Bolt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 4’s value is Hope  

Do remember to check 

out our Twitter account 

for regular updates from 

each class 

https://twitter.com/ 

MarshfieldP  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Booking lunches 

Please remember to pre-book your 

child’s lunches on ParentPay (and pay 

for them if KS2) – it really helps our 

kitchen staff with ordering and reduces 

waste. Thank you! 

NSPCC Event 

A huge thank you for the support you gave to the 

sponsored NSPCC event. As a school we raised a 

staggering £1110. During the celebration assembly, Lisa 

from the NSPCC, shared that this would fund 220 calls and 

provide valuable resources for those working with children 

through counselling or therapeutic therapies.  

Please do remember that Child Line is open 24 hours a 

day – all year. Children can call free at any time: 08001111 

or visit the website: https://www.childline.org.uk/ 

Prior to the sponsored event and Green Day, the NSPCC 

delivered an assembly for both key stages and smaller 

workshops for years 5 and 6 sharing how children can 

‘Speak Out and Stay Safe’. We also held an O2 Staying 

Safe workshop for parents. For further information visit the 

NSPCC website https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 

A420 

A concerned member of the community has 

reported that a number of children from our 

school were playing very close to the A420 

(behind the community centre/ pre-school 

building). We do teach road safety within 

school and will remind the children of the 

dangers of playing near roads. Please take 

some time to discuss this with your children at 

home.  

 COVID-19 

We are continuing to keep up to date with 

the latest information relating to the 

COVID-19 virus and will follow all 

government/NHS recommendations and 

guidance. In the meantime, we are 

reiterating the importance of good hygiene 

and regular handwashing with staff and 

children alike. 

Marshfield Churches Together present our 

popular Holiday Club! (Theme to be 

announced soon!) All primary school aged 

children are invited to join us for a week of 

fun, games, crafts, quizzes and more!  

Tuesday 18th – Friday 21st August 2020, 

10 – 12:00pm at Marshfield Primary 

School. Further info and booking forms 

will be available later in the year. 

School drop offs and pick ups 

Following further feedback from local 

residents, please could we remind parents to 

park with consideration around Chippenham 

Road, Withymead Road and Barn End to 

ensure residents’ access is not blocked. 

Thank you! 

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisp Packet Recycling 

Working together with Sustainable Marshfield, we have contributed 

towards 16,000 crisp packets being recycled so far. This is fantastic, 

saving a huge amount from going to landfill or incineration and earning 

money (£100 so far) to directly support local projects. Please keep the 

crisp packets coming! The collection box is in the reception area of 

school. 

Before the crisp packets are sent off for recycling, they have to be 

packaged up into bundles. In order to make this as easy and quick as 

possible, when you bring your packets in it would be really helpful if 

they are: 

 Completely empty 

 Clean (quick rinse under the tap is great) 

 Flat or folded in half (not scrunched up!) 

Please also ensure that only crisp packets are brought in and not 

other types of packaging. 

Thank you so much for your support! 

Attendance 

Please help us to help your children. There is 

a very strong correlation between school 

attendance and achievement therefore we ask 

that you ensure your child/children attend school 

regularly and that you do not book 

holidays/celebrations during term time. As a 

school we follow Local Authority Guidelines and 

will request penalty fines for holidays taken 

during term time (please see our policy available 

on the website or in paper format from the school 

office). If you feel there is an extraordinary 

circumstance, please request authorisation 

(forms available from the school office). All 

planned absences must be requested using this 

form in advance. 

Thank you for your continued support 

The Scarecrow Trail is back this 

Easter! If you would like to take part 

by making a scarecrow, please email 

scarecrowhq@gmail.com for further 

information. It’s great fun and such a 

fantastic fundraiser for our school. 

This year’s theme is ‘Monsters and 

Legends’. 

mailto:scarecrowhq@gmail.com


 
 
                                                    

 

 

Fruit Bat Class – Mrs Tilley 

We can’t quite believe that we are half-way through this year already!  The half term break has 

allowed us to re-charge our batteries and begin this term with continued enthusiasm. 

Last term our topic ‘3…2…1…Blast Off!’ provided lots of learning about space, particularly the Apollo 

Moon Landing of 1969.  The children enjoyed learning about Neil Armstrong and his dream to 

become an astronaut which linked nicely to our Jigsaw PSHE learning ‘Dreams and Goals’ and our 

school value of Perseverance. 

Our maths learning was centred on fractions as well as position and direction.  The children explored 

finding ½ and ¼ of shapes, objects and amounts as well as learning left and right and how to follow 

directions.   

In English the Year 1s used what they had learned about Neil Armstrong to write non-chronological 

reports and finished the term writing letters to him.  The Reception pupils focused their literacy 

learning on learning the names of letters of the alphabet and practising their 

sentence writing skills. 

This term our topic is ‘Blast from the Past’ through which we will be studying 

changes within living memory and be placing artefacts in order on a time line.  

We will be spending lots more time outdoors and observing the changes from 

winter to spring and describing the weather associated with the seasons.  

Alongside this we will be designing and making vehicles, printmaking and 

learning how to cut ingredients safely when cooking. 

Our English focus this term will allow us to write a range of pieces including, narrative, instructions 

and poetry.  The Reception pupils will be honing their sentence writing 

skills as well as writing for different purposes.  Our maths focus this term 

will be on multiplication and division where we will be learning to count in 

2s, 5s and 10s and solve simple calculations as well as reasoning and 

problem solving activities.  We will also be exploring measures where we 

will be sequencing events, using time & date language and beginning to tell 

the time. 

This term will end with our school’s Easter service in the church so 

undoubtedly there will also be lots of Easter celebrations to fit in to this busy term! 

 

Date for your diary:  

Fruit Bats story time – Time and date TBC 

Fruit Bats sharing assembly - Friday 27th March, 2:30pm 

 

 

CLASS NEWS 



Tamarin Class – Mrs Grainger  

What a brilliant term 3 for Tamarin Class. We thoroughly enjoyed our topic on Explorers, finding 

out lots of information about Neil Armstrong and Christopher 

Columbus. A particular highlight was of course our sharing 

assembly, made even more exciting as our go green for the NSPCC 

day fell on the same date. What a very green and fantastic day for 

Tamarin Class! 

Term 4 has started with a successful family morning. After being 

introduced to our focus text, George’s Marvellous Medicine, the 

children were full of smiles while experimenting with George’s magic 

potions and marvellous messy paint with their grown-ups.  

Our new topic will be, On the Move, in which we will be learning 

about transport. Year 1 will focus on the changes to transport over 

time, while Year 2 will be learning about Brunel and the impact he had on Bristol, in particular the 

railway. It’s sure to be an interesting topic, giving the children the 

opportunity to find out more about how changes in the past affect us 

today.   

I’m sure the enthusiasm for Georges Marvellous Medicine will 

continue as we share the story in our English lessons. In Maths, we 

will be learning about fractions and statistics. In Science, Year 1 will 

be learning about seasonal changes and the affect they have on 

daylight hours. Year 2 will be learning about living things and their 

habitats.  

Thank you again to everyone that came to our family morning. I’m looking forward to a marvellous 

term! 

Mrs Grainger  

 

Pangolin Class – Mrs Hachani 

Pangolins have had another brilliant term, learning all about prehistory 

with our exciting topic, ‘Stones and Bones’. We have learned to be 

archaeologists, examining evidence to discover how  people lived in 

the Stone Age, Iron Age and Bronze Age and have written some 

excellent historical reports with information about prehistoric homes. In 

science, we learned all about how different rocks are formed and even 

got to be palaeontologists, creating and excavating our own fossils! 

 

This term, we’re staying in Britain but moving forward in time, with our new topic, 

‘Raiders and Traders’. In this topic, we will learn all about how the Anglo-Saxons 

lived and what those pesky Vikings did when they invaded.  We will be using our 

writing skills to create biographies of Alfred the Great – the most famous Anglo-

Saxon king and will be reading ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ to inspire our own 

fantasy stories. In science, we will be learning all about animals including 

humans, focusing on what different animals need, in order to stay healthy. We 

will also be using our skills and knowledge to create a healthy meal, fit for a 



Viking! We are thrilled to have our lovely trainee teacher, Miss Grosvenor, staying this term to help 

us with all of our learning.  

 

Thank you all again for your continued support.  

Mrs Hachani 

 

Snow Leopard Class – Mrs Lewis 

A MASSIVE well done to everyone in Snow Leopards. Term 3 was a huge 
success with many highlights, Family Day being one of these. Thank you 
again to everyone involved – we are all incredibly proud of our achievements 
on this morning and are enjoying showing off our fabulous robots!  

 

This term, history will be the main focus of our new theme ‘A Taste of the 
Tudors’. As historians, we will use evidence to ask questions and find answers 
to questions about the past. We will find out about significant people in the past, including Henry VIII 
and his many wives plus Elisabeth I. As part of this, we will place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates and create a family tree. We will discover why this period of History 
is so significant and understand how this period of history links to the present day. To demonstrate 
our understanding, we will create our very own Tudor non-chronological reports to share with others. 
As geographers, we will look at maps of London in the past and make comparisons to London in 
the present. Linked to this, we will identify significant buildings that have survived the passage of 
time. We will also be finding out more about the Spanish Armada. As artists, we will look at various 
portraits of significant people in the past and use these to inform our own masterpieces, developing 
both our drawing and painting skills. We will take inspiration from famous artists, including Hans 
Holbein and Pablo Picasso.  

 
With links to our History, we will be looking at the works of Shakespeare and 
exploring adapted texts. Our focus will be based on the tragedy ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ although we will touch upon others that the children express an interest 
in. We will be using these texts as inspiration to develop our writing skills for 
our own narratives, diaries and letters. To develop this further, we will be 
creating our own comic strips in IT based on the text ‘Mr Shakespeare’s Plays’. 
Watch this space! 
 
In maths, we will focussing on addition, subtraction, problem solving and 

statistics. Our times tables, up to 12x12, are a priority therefore we will be going over these daily. 
Especially as we will be having a year 4 times table check in the summer.  
 
We will be developing our dance skills to create an exciting PE performance.  
 
As linguists, our learning will be based on the school day. The learning journey involves getting 
ready for school and later learning with classmates. Vocabulary includes rooms in the house, clock 
times and birthdays. 
 
Every Thursday, whatever the weather, we will be developing our skills in Outdoor Learning. This 
will involve using tools and equipment and lots of collaborative activities to develop confidence and 
knowledge. 
 



Mr Buckle, who is a Bath Spa Student, will be with us until his last day on Friday 13th March. I’m 
sure you’ll all agree, the children have enjoyed their time with him and we wish him all the best at 
his next placement.   
 

 

Orangutan Class – Miss Hunt 

Orangutan Class has had an amazing term learning about mountains, earthquakes and 

volcanoes. When investigating soluble and insoluble materials, we 

mixed cornflour with water which created a non-Newtonian fluid. 

We had great fun manipulating the mixture and watching it 

become a solid when a sudden large force was applied. In art we 

explored printing with three 

different colours and creating 

layers by worrying away at the 

polystyrene blocks. This resulted 

in beautiful prints inspired by Hokusai’s artwork. The Abominables 

has been a great book for this term and we all enjoyed the 

interesting characters in the story!  

We are looking forward to continuing with our topic, ‘What a 

Disaster!’ We will be learning lots more about mountains, earthquakes and volcanoes. We have 

lots of fun Science investigations ahead of us as we learn more 

about the properties and changes in materials. Linked to our topic, 

our new class text across this term will be King of the Cloud Forest 

by Michael Morpurgo. In Maths, we will be focusing on fractions, 

decimals and percentages and also revisiting some multiplication 

and division learning to finish off the term. In Design and Technology 

lessons, we will be cooking some savoury dishes! What an exciting 

term of learning we have ahead of us. 

 

Sea Turtle Class – Mr Looker-Jones 

Due to it being another short term and curriculum revision for SATs revision now taking up more of 

our time, Sea Turtles are continuing with our ‘Mysterious Maya’ theme for term five. We will be 

comparing Maya chronology with other events that were taking 

place around the world at the same time and investigating the 

climate and landscape of the Yucatan peninsula. Another 

geography focus will be longitude and latitude and the north and 

south poles which will complement our final lessons about 

space as we describe geocentric and heliocentric views of the 

Earth and explain what causes day and 

night. A short science unit on evolution and 

inheritance will follow – a recap for Hockney 

and introduction for Kandinsky to this 

fascinating topic.  

In English, we continue to read our gripping adventure story, set in the land of 

the Maya, Middleworld. We will be writing newspaper reports using perfect and 

progressive verb forms as well as completing our own quest stories. In greatly 

exciting news, the American authors of our stories, J and P Voelkel, will be 



visiting us in school on Friday 13th March and providing a presentation on all aspects of Maya 

history – children are very welcome to bring in their own copies of the text for the authors to sign if 

they wish to.  

In maths, we are continuing to look at the properties of shape, particularly how to use a protractor 

accurately, before focussing on statistics (mostly timetables, line graphs and pie charts) and finally 

ratio, including how to convert between metric and imperial units of measure. 

Dependent on weather, PE on Thursdays with Mr. Looker-Jones this term will be either circuit 

training (which the children really enjoyed last term) or maypole in preparation for the May fayre. 

Tuesday PE with Mr. Hull will be netball.  

Thank you to everyone who came to our sharing assembly in term three: it was brilliant to see so 

many family members there and Mrs. Hardy and Mr. Looker-Jones were incredibly proud of the 

children’s performances. We hope this has inspired children ready for the KS2 auditions which will 

be coming later in term four!  

 

 

 

Wishing everyone an enjoyable Term 4! 

 


