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22nd May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
I hope you, your families and loved ones are all safe and well. I would, again, like to thank 
you for your support during these most challenging of times and for your patience;  I know for 
many of you it has felt like a very long time to wait to hear about our plans for the opening of 
school, potentially from 1st June. 
 
Over the last few weeks, we have read, reviewed and digested the Government guidance 
(and last-minute updates) in respect of the phased re-opening of schools. We have liaised 
with the Local Authority and reviewed their guidance, as well as speaking with other local 
schools. This information has been used to inform our thorough risk assessment. Factors we 
have had to consider include: the number of staff available, the number of classrooms we 
have, the number of children already in key worker provision (and potential increase) and the 
logistics of using shared spaces such as playgrounds and toilets.  
 
The Emergency Planning Team, Governors and Teaching Team have considered these 
sources of information to make a well informed and evidence based decision, which places 
the safety of our children, staff and families at the forefront of our phased plan to reopen. 
 
Attached to this email is a parent version of the measures we will be taking to reduce the 
risks associated with returning to school. It is however important that I share, that despite 
every effort being made to mitigate risks and make all risks minimal, this is a new virus and 
we are not able to say that returning to school is completely risk free.  
 
 
Marshfield Route to Phased Re-opening 
 
When and if the government confirm that schools will be opening for years R, 1 and 6, we 
will need to take a measured and phased approach. We will therefore not be able to open to 
all 3 year groups immediately. The government have stated in their guidance that we must 
first ensure all key workers have provision followed by Reception, year 1 and then year 6. 
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In the last couple of weeks the numbers of children in our Emergency Provision has 
increased and this number will potentially increase further with changes to the definition 
planned by the government on the 31st May. We therefore must leave room for this group to 
grow before filling to capacity. 
 
We therefore will be opening initially, only to Reception and year 1, from the 1st June (if the 
government decide to proceed on this date) and hope to open to year 6 from 8th June (this is 
a provisional and aspirational date and will be confirmed following a full review of our risk 
assessment on the 5th June). We appreciate that this will be disappointing for many of our 
year 6 children and their families. We will do our very best to open to them as soon as it is 
safe. 
 
Children will be grouped into ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 children (currently three bubbles 
of 12 for Reception and year 1 and two bubbles of 14 for year 6). Each bubble will have an 
assigned classroom, adult(s) and sink, and the bubbles will not mix with each other.  
 
To enable safe arrival and exit from school, and to ensure no mixing of bubbles during the 
school day, each bubble will have a separate start, break, lunch and end time (details with 
bubbles timings will be sent through to parents of children in Reception and year 1 next 
Tuesday 26th May). Bubbles will have assigned outdoor spaces and timetables have been 
adjusted. It is essential that children are dropped off and collected at their allocated time. 
 
Our classrooms have been changed to ensure we have as much space as possible and to 
strongly encourage social distancing. To support transition back to school we will be sending 
a pack to parents with photographs of the classroom, corridors and outdoor areas. It will also 
include information to help you prepare your children for return. We will also be posting 
videos of rooms on Seesaw. This pack should be with parents on Thursday 28th May. 
 
Due to the changes in timetable, inclusion of daily outdoor learning and guidance on 
changing in school and avoiding bringing items in and out of school, we are asking that 
children wear clothes suitable for outdoor learning and that you do not mind getting dirty. 
Clothes also need to be suitable for the weather. This should also help with washing of 
clothes daily (which is recommended) and for those children who will, no doubt, have 
outgrown their current uniform and shoes! 
 
To reduce the numbers of people on site, and to conform to our Risk Assessment, we ask 
that parents follow social distancing when travelling to school, adhere to markings on site 
and drop their children off at the stated staggered times and at the main gate (not coming on 
to the school site). Teachers will be in class to welcome the children and the main gate will 
be monitored for safety. 
 
The school will be thoroughly cleaned every day (with additional cleaning routines 
throughout the day) and in addition to this, there will be an even deeper clean every week. 
To enable this to happen and to ensure no additional mixing of adults and for our amazing 
team to receive their Planning, Preparation and Assessment time, the school will close to all 
bubbles, except key workers, on Friday afternoons. This means that all children in 



                                             
 

 

Reception, year 1 and eventually year 6 will need collecting at their staggered lunch time on 
a Friday.  
 
We are able to provide a ‘school packed lunch’ for Reception and year 1 pupils. These will 
be delivered to classes where children will be eating their lunches. You are, of course, more 
than welcome to send a packed lunch. We do however ask that all items can be opened by 
the child themselves and that you do not include too much (children will have 15 minutes in 
class to eat and 15 minutes in their allotted zone outside). 
 
I appreciate that this is a lot of information to take in, and you will no doubt have questions. I 
urge you to read this information a couple of times and to look at the FAQ style sections at 
the end of this letter. We will be sending further information in the coming days and our plan 
is under constant review. We will endeavour to keep you up to date at each stage and we 
are monitoring emails daily.  
 
Parents of Reception and Year 1 children, please can the following information be returned 
to school by Friday 28th May so as we can plan further, order lunches and ensure registers 
are up to date. 
 
With kindest wishes 
 
Jessica Bolt 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s/ Childrens’ name/s: 
 

 I anticipate my child returning on 1st June  

 My child is clinically critically vulnerable and will not be returning  

 My child is clinically vulnerable and we do not wish for them to return yet  

 A family member we live with has been advised to shield and so my child will not be 
returning  

 We have decided as family that my child/children will not be returning on the 1st June  

 
Please see Government guidance for lists of clinically critically vulnerable/ vulnerable 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-

covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


                                             
 

 

 

FAQs 
 
When is the school re-opening and for which year groups? 
 
Will the school definitely re-open? 
The Government have made it clear that the week beginning 1st June is aspirational. The 
five ‘key tests’ set by Government must be met before the green light is given for these plans 
to become a reality. 
 
Which year groups will the school open for? 
We will only be opening to Reception and year 1 children on Monday 1st June. Prioritising 
the youngest children is in line with Government guidance.  
 
When will the school re-open to Year 6? 
Our aspiration is to open to Year 6 children the week beginning Monday 8th June. We will 
confirm this by email on Friday 5th June. 
 
We must emphasise that these dates are aspirational – we will only be able to achieve this if 
we judge that we can accommodate these additional children safely. 
 
Will the school be open every day? 
The school will be open Monday to Friday lunch time. School will be closed on a Friday 
afternoon (each bubble will finish at their specified time). This will provide time for staff to 
plan (without the need for other staff to cover for them) and also for additional cleaning of the 
school environment to take place. 
 
What about children in other year groups? 
There are currently no plans to re-open the school for children in other year groups. 
 
Will home-learning continue? 
Our home-learning offer will continue for those year groups which we are not 
accommodating in school (years 2, 3, 4 and 5). We will provide information regarding 
resources available for those children in Reception and year 1 who do not attend school but 
we are unable to continue Seesaw as teachers will be planning and teaching their bubbles 
and cannot be expected to maintain online learning in addition to this. 
 
Other questions 
 
What will happen if I do not send my child to school? 
We are putting the measures described in this letter in place to ensure our school is as safe 
as possible for children attending. The final decision about whether your child attends is for 
you, as families, to make. The Government has made it clear that families will not be 
penalised if they choose not to send their children to school and that schools will not be 
accountable for attendance during this period. 
 



                                             
 

 

We will support and respect the decision you take but would ask you to communicate clearly 
with us. If your child will not be attending, please let us know. If you change your mind, and 
decide you wish your child to start attending, please call or email and let us know. 
 
Does my child need to attend every day? 
Once you make the decision for your child to re-start school, they should attend every day 
that we are open. This provision is not designed to be used on an ad-hoc or child care basis. 
If your child is unable to attend because they are unwell, you should inform us in the normal 
way. If your child us unable to attend because they (or someone in the household) has 
Coronavirus symptoms then you must make this clear – ideally you should call the school 
and ensure you have spoken to someone. School children (aged 5 and over) and their 
families are able to and should access a COVID test. Bubbles will close for 14 days if a child 
or adult has suspected COVID or until a negative test result is received. 
 
Can I order a school meal? 
We are currently in talks with our catering provider about re-opening their service. We will be 
able to offer a ‘school packed lunch’ initially. We will ask you to confirm if this is needed in 
our communications next week. 
 
Does my child need to wear school uniform? 
Your child does not need to wear full school uniform. We will be utilising outdoor learning 
wherever possible, so comfortable clothes – jogging bottoms/ shorts and T-shirts should be 
worn. Please consider the weather and make sure they have sun hats, sunscreen to apply 
themselves and rain coats depending on the weather forecast! Clothes should be changed 
on their return home and washed as soon as possible. Fresh clothes should be worn each 
day. 
 
What does my child need to bring with them? 
Your child should bring 2 full water bottles – we are not able to safely use water fountains, so 
they will need a bottle for the morning and a bottle for lunchtime/the afternoon.  
Children should not bring additional items including pencil cases or stationery – all 
equipment will be provided. Coats must be sent in if it is possible there will be rain. These 
will be stored on their chair/under their assigned desk – we will not be using cloakrooms 
during this period due to overcrowding and minimising potential mixing.  
If your child is bringing in a packed lunch, this should be in a small lunch box or closed and 
sealed bag.  
 
Will the school office be open? 
The school office will be closed in its physical form until further notice – please do not enter 
the lobby area of the school under any circumstances. All communications with the school 
office should be directed through the office telephone – 01225 891246 or email –  
admin@marshfieldprimary.org.uk 
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