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Dear Parents and Carers,
What a term it has been - from the exhilaration of welcoming our children back, to the
exhaustion of an 8 week term. Twitter has been awash with smiling faces and
wonderful learning taking place in each of our classrooms:

Thank you for the support you have shown the children and team this term. It has been
the strangest term I have ever experienced (in 20 years of teaching) and the children,
families and team have survived, adapted, grown and achieved together. I am so proud
to be part of this amazing community: the children continue to make us all smile and
amaze us every day.
The team have been relentless in their search and determination to do the best they
can for every child. Knowing some children are excited to be back, others worried and
anxious. Balancing the focus of ensuring children are safe and happy in their class with
the drive to close any gaps and support our children in achieving their best. I know
there have been many sleepless nights, hours and hours of carefully planning,
assessing and adapting. Teachers and support staff, like our children, are in bubbles

and are physically separated from each other. This has been hard for everyone but as
a community we have excelled.
We have found new ways to be ‘together apart’ with virtual Harvest, weekly assemblies
via Teams with Rev. Sally or David Spence and we are already planning ways in which
we can celebrate together at Christmas.
One of the many successes of this term has been a collaborative project with five
schools from our Hub (schools from South Gloucestershire who have grouped together
to support and share best practice and school improvement). As part of our drive and
determination to ensure our children have an exciting, broad and ambitious curriculum
that includes and celebrates the arts, each child (over 1500 in total between the
schools), has sculpted and decorated a clay heart.
These will be arranged as an instillation piece at each school. The ‘Hearts Beating as
One’ project will be with us from the 7th -11th December. Our hearts will be delivered to
the first school today: ready to be arranged into an installation at the beginning of next
term (pictures of the completed piece will be on Twitter in November). Our children
have enjoyed creating their own pieces and I am sure you will agree, that together they
look wonderful- I can’t wait to see how each school combines the individual sculptures!

The Team and I wish you a fun filled and relaxing break.
Jessica Bolt

COVID
In the West, we have been very fortunate to experience low rates of infection and illness. However,
nationally, regionally and locally we are now experiencing increases in cases and hospital
admissions. The graph below shows our infection rate per 100,000:

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/covid-19-dashboard-for-south-gloucestershire/
As you can see, the rates are significantly higher now than they were at the peak. Whilst we remain
lower than many areas and the national rates, in South Gloucestershire we are higher than the
regional rates. As a school we desperately want to remain open to all children and we need your
support to do so. Please follow all national and local guidance and remain Covid safe throughout
the break.
Tier 1: Medium Alert










you must not socialise in groups larger than 6 people, indoors or outdoors (other than
where a legal exemption applies)
businesses and venues can continue to operate, in a COVID-secure manner, other than those
that remain closed in law
schools and universities remain open
places of worship remain open, subject to the rule of 6
weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions on numbers of attendees
exercise classes and organised sport can continue to take place outdoors, or indoors if the rule
of 6 is followed; there are exceptions for supervised activities for under-18s, and disability sport
face coverings must be worn in areas where it is mandated
you must follow social distancing rules
individuals should work from home where possible
Please be aware that if our alert level changes, restrictions will change – please use the
following link to remain up to date.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know#local-covid-alert-levelmedium

Individual School photographs
We have booked a visit from the
school photographer on Friday 6th
November. We will be following
rigorous risk assessments and
safety guidelines throughout the
process. These photographs will
be individual and we are not able
to invite siblings in or break
bubbles to facilitate sibling
photographs.
Children will come home with a
QR code that can be scanned to
view and purchase photographs.

PE Kit
Please ensure all children have the correct PE
kit. This constitutes:
 Plain navy jogging bottoms
 Plain navy hooded sweatshirt/ jumper
 House colour t-shirt and trainers
Leave of Absence/ Holiday Requests
Any absence from school must be requested in
advance using an absence request form. In line
with school policy no holidays will be authorised
during term time and unauthorised absence may
result in a penalty fine.
Illness

Anyone with recognised symptoms of Covid must remain at home and families
quarantined. If your child or family member develops symptoms please book a test
online (drive through testing is much quicker to access and obtain a result reducing
quarantine times for everyone). If you have a Covid test during the break, please do
email the office with your results.
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
Polite Reminder
Please can all children come to school with a water bottle, coat and wellies. With the
weather changing these must be in school every day.
Children should only bring a small bag that can fit in their drawer (a book bag or draw
string bag is perfect).
Please do not allow children to bring additional equipment or items to school

