
    Respect 
Talk About It 

We are learning at school about the importance of treating 

others with respect, even if we sometimes do not agree with the way they behave or the 

things they say. We have also been thinking about how we should treat the things that belong 

to us and to other people respectfully. 

• Think of some practical ways that you show respect to each other in your family. 

• Often we show respect to someone by the way we speak to them. What does this mean in 

practice? 

• Do you treat one another’s possessions with respect? What does this mean in practice? 

Read Together: Jesus Clears the Temple 

Jesus and his disciples travelled from place to place teaching people about God. At the time 
of the special Jewish feast of Passover they travelled to Jerusalem to worship God and take 
part in special ceremonies at the temple. Mary, and some of his brothers went along too. 
They all looked forward to a special time in Jerusalem. They thought about the beautiful 
temple. They thought about how people would be worshipping God at the temple. 

But when they arrived at the temple it did not seem as if people were there to worship God 
at all. The people were not treating the temple like a special place of God. Instead, the 
temple looked like a big market! Animals were making loud noises. Jesus heard cattle, 
sheep and doves. Some people were exchanging money and trying to cheat people. The 
people were not thinking about God at all. 

Jesus was very sad and angry at the way people were treating God and God’s special 
place. Jesus is the son of God so the temple was his Father’s house. He loved his father 
and he loved his father’s house! Jesus knew he needed to do something very drastic so that 
everyone would understand how serious this was. 

So Jesus did something that shocked everyone. He tied cords of rope together to make a 
whip to swing around. Then he began swinging the rope and turning over the tables that 
people had put in the wrong places in the temple. He 
shooed the birds and animals away and caused the 
money that people were cheating with to fall all over 
the ground. Jesus said, “Get those things out of here! 
How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 

Before this everyone was thinking about money and 
the market. Now, at last, people had time to stop and 
think about what Jesus had been teaching. It was time 
to love and respect God at his temple just like Jesus 
did. 



 
Fascinating Facts 

Religious communities often treat their holy books with great reverence and respect. They 

believe the holy book contains God’s teaching.  

Christians believe that the Bible is God’s word to his people. They show respect and 

reverence by treating the Bible carefully. In some churches the Bible has a special 

stand called a lectern, from which it is read during worship. 

Orthodox Jewish men wear a kippah to cover their heads, as a sign of humility and 

respect towards God. The Torah scrolls are kept in a closed cabinet called an 

Ark and, when reading them, a pointer—a yad—is used to follow the script so that the 

scrolls are not touched by hands.  

Muslims keep their holy book—The Qu’ran—covered and in a clean place, not on 

the floor, nor with anything placed on top. To show respect and reverence, they only 

handle the book with clean hands.  

Sikhs cover their heads and remove their shoes before going into a room housing 

their holy book—the Guru Granth Sahib. To show respect and reverence, nobody sits 

higher than the Guru Granth Sahib and no alcohol is ever taken into the room.  

“Do to others as you would have them do to you.”  

Matthew 7:12 

Create It! 

How can you show respect at home or in school? Write or draw some positive actions you 

could take to demonstrate this value, e.g. “Think about the feelings of others”.  

To show respect, I could: 


