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• Changes in spelling approach

• Share our practise

• Impact

• Reinforcement at home
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In line with recent research and staff training about ‘how

children learn’ we have made a few changes to our spelling

approach at Marshfield.

We know that children retain more by having various

opportunities such as investigating, reflecting, linking to prior

knowledge, exploring and applying.

Therefore, our new spelling approach focuses more on the

teaching of spelling so that children understand how to apply

patterns, strategies and knowledge to other words.
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ESSENTIALspelling, a teaching resource from Herts for 

Learning. 

The resource features teaching sequences for each year group; 

these are designed to be taught in order, as they track back to 

each other and follow on in logical progression. 

There are around 30 sequences in each year group and each 

sequence represents a series of lessons, rather than one 

lesson. 

The length of time needed to deliver a sequence will depend on 

the needs of the class and the amount of time given to the 

teaching of spelling each week.
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This spelling resource is different to other spelling 

schemes.

It focuses more on the teaching of spelling so that 

children understand how to apply patterns, strategies 

and knowledge to other words and not just a list of words 

given for that week.

It provides links to prior knowledge and tracks back to 

related objectives 

"Revisit, Explain, Use; Teach, Model, Define; Practise, 

Explore, Investigate; Apply, Assess, Reflect"
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Rather than having lists of words each week to learn as

part of homelearning, children will have an overview of the

spelling focus for the term and some words linked to this.

We will not be testing spellings each week however our

expectation is that we should see these spellings being

applied consistently in everyday writing therefore time

should be dedicated to spellings at home. As always, we

will continue to monitor progress.
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How to reinforce … 

• Show them that spelling matters

• Use strategies for word building e.g. Build 

confidence, expect them to be able to achieve

• Spelling Strategies 

• Make links with reading
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https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/06/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-GLOSSARY.pdf


